QKIS

‘ Midweek SESSION 4: ey

o COVENANT FAITHFULNESS :
L ~JBible S @z

IN RELATIONSHIPS

Malachi

Scripture Text: Malachi 2:10-16

10Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one another,
profaning the covenant of our fathers? 11Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been committed in
Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord, which he loves, and has married
the daughter of a foreign god. 12May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob any descendant of the man
who does this, who brings an offering to the Lord of hosts!

13And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord’s altar with tears, with weeping and groaning because
he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14But you say, “Why does he
not?” Because the Lord was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been
faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 15Did he not make them one, with a
portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard
yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. 16“For the man who
does not love his wife but divorces her, says the Lord, the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence,
says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”

Key Themes:

e Unity under God

e Faithfulness in marriage
* Relational integrity

Introduction:

IThe book of Malachi addresses the spiritual and moral decline of Israel after the return from exile. In
Malachi 2:10-16, the prophet confronts the people about their unfaithfulness in relationships, both with
God and with one another. These verses underscore the importance of covenant faithfulness—particularly
in marriage—as a reflection of our relationship with God and our commitment to unity and integrity in all our
relationships.



Study Notes:

1.Unity Under God (v. 10):
e Malachi begins by reminding the people of their shared origin under one God: “Have we not all one Father?

Has not one God created us?” This rhetorical question emphasizes that all believers are part of a covenant

family, called to live in unity and faithfulness to God and one another.
e The charge of “profaning the covenant of our fathers” reveals that their broken relationships and

unfaithfulness betray their shared covenant with God.

2.Faithlessness in Marriage (vv. 11-12):
e The people have been unfaithful by marrying those who worship foreign gods. This act of “abomination”

was not merely a cultural issue but a spiritual one, as it undermined Israel’s identity as God’s holy people.
e Malachi warns of judgment upon those who prioritize personal desires over covenantal faithfulness.

3.The Pain of Divorce and Betrayal (vv. 13-15):
e God condemns the casual and unfaithful treatment of marriage, pointing out that He is a witness to the
covenant made between spouses. The text highlights the sacred nature of marriage, which is designed to

produce “godly offspring”—a continuation of faithful generations.
e The prophet emphasizes the emotional and spiritual damage caused by divorce and betrayal, showing

God’s concern for justice and relational integrity.

4.A Call to Guard Your Spirit (v. 16):
e Malachi concludes with a call to personal accountability: “So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be

faithless.” This verse reminds us that faithfulness in relationships begins with the condition of our hearts
and spirits before God.

Study Questions & Discussion Questions:

1.What does it mean to live in unity under one God as described in Malachi 2:10?

2.How does the concept of covenant faithfulness apply to our relationships today?

3.What lessons can we learn from the consequences of faithlessness in marriage as outlined in verses 11-12?

4. Why does God place such a strong emphasis on producing “godly offspring” in verse 15?

5.How do betrayal and divorce profane the covenant of marriage, and what are the broader implications for
society?

6.What role does “guarding your spirit” play in maintaining faithfulness in relationships?

7.In what ways can idolatry—both literal and figurative—affect our relational integrity?

8.How does our treatment of others reflect our relationship with God?




9.What practical steps can we take to ensure faithfulness in our marriages or other close relationships?

10.How can the church support individuals and families in fostering covenant faithfulness?

Practical Application:
e For Individuals: Reflect on any areas of relational unfaithfulness in your life. Seek reconciliation with
those you may have wronged and recommit to living with integrity.
* For Married Couples: Evaluate your relationship and discuss ways to strengthen your covenant bond.
Pray together for God’s guidance in fostering unity and love.
* For the Church Community: Create support systems such as marriage counseling, accountability groups,
and teachings on relational integrity to nurture covenant faithfulness.

Take-Home Challenge:

This week, identify one relationship where you can actively practice covenant faithfulness. It could be
through forgiveness, an act of kindness, or a renewed commitment to integrity. Write down specific steps
you will take and ask someone you trust to hold you accountable.

Reflection:

Spend time in prayer, asking God to reveal areas where you have been unfaithful in your relationships.
Confess any shortcomings and ask for His grace to live out covenant faithfulness. Meditate on the unity we
share under God and how your relationships can reflect His love and faithfulness to others.



